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Instructor: 

William Ralston, M.D. 

 

Dr. William Ralston is a State Medical Examiner in the 

Office of the Chief Medical Examiner for the State of 

Kentucky. Dr. Ralston is a member of the American 

Academy of Forensic Sciences, and National 

Association of Medical Examiners. 

 

Dr. Ralston has held faculty appointments at the 

University of Louisville and the University of Kentucky 

and lectures throughout the United States to many 

local and regional law enforcement agencies. 
 

April 15 & 16, 2024 
Evansville, Indiana 

Register online at: www.patc.com 
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Sponsored By: 

Evansville Police Department 
Evansville, Indiana 
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@PATC updates 

@PATC updates 

PATC - PUBLIC AGENCY  

  TRAINING COUNCIL 

E-NEWSLETTER 

TRAINING BROCHURES 

Please visit our website at www.patc.com             

for a full detailed schedule and description            

of each course.  

http://www.patc.com/


Child Death and 
Homicide 

Investigation 

Course Overview and Objectives 
 
This two-day course is a comprehensive overview of the unique 
approach utilized in the investigation of injury and deaths involving 
children. Topics to be covered in depth include natural disease, 
accidental injuries, and child physical abuse. 
 
The investigator will learn the common presentations and scene 
findings in cases in sudden natural deaths including infectious 
diseases and inherited conditions.  Sudden Unexplained Death in 
Infancy will be covered in depth, with emphasis on important 
interview questions, scene investigations, and autopsy findings. The 
investigator will learn to differentiate common accidental patterns of 
injury from injuries inflicted by caregivers.  The investigator will be 
introduced to common patterns of accidental and inflicted injuries 
unique to the pediatric age group including head injuries, abdominal 
injuries, and skeletal injuries. Other topics to be covered in depth 
include neonaticide (the killing of a newborn infant) – in this 
segment, unique perpetrator characteristics and investigative 
procedures will be emphasized. Findings in cases of stranger-
abduction homicide will be presented. Factitious illness, also known 
as Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy will be explained and 
illustrated. Common natural diseases and conditions that may be 
mistaken for abuse will be illustrated.  Common scene findings, 
victim age ranges and characteristics, and perpetrator 
characteristics and behaviors for the various age ranges and 
causes of death will be highlighted and compared.  The information 
will be taught through visual presentation of cases, including scene 
findings, and autopsy findings.  
 
At the conclusion of the course, the investigator will: 

• Know common causes of death in infants, toddlers, and 
older children 

• Be able to differentiate common accidental injury patterns 
from inflicted injury patterns 

• Recognize natural conditions that may be mistaken for 
abuse 

• Be familiar with common victim and perpetrator 
characteristics in the most common causes of death from 
inflicted injury 

• Recognize “recurring themes” and findings in neonaticide 
and factitious illness  

• Identify scene investigative techniques unique to the 
pediatric age range 

• Be familiar with victim and perpetrator characteristics in the 
most common causes of death in each unique age group 

• Understand the complexity and specificity that pediatric 
death investigation requires   

 
This course is taught from medical examiner case material, and 
as such, is very graphic.  Professionals who may benefit from this 
in-depth intense study include law enforcement investigators, 
attorneys involved in criminal investigations involving children, 
social workers, pediatricians, emergency medical personnel, death 
investigators, and pathologists. 

April 15, 2024 

 

8:00 a.m.–8:30 a.m.     Registration  

 

8:30 a.m.–9:30 a.m. Introduction to child death and forensic       

    pathology 

9:30 a.m.–10:30 a.m.   Normal childhood development 

 

10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Natural death 

 

12:00 p.m.–1:00 p.m.   Lunch (On Your Own) 

 

1:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.     Injuries in children 

 

3:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m. Accidental deaths  

 

4:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. Suicides 

  

April 16, 2024 

 

8:00 a.m.–9:00 a.m. Neonaticide 

 

9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m.    Blunt force abdominal trauma 

 

10:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.   Blunt force head trauma 

 

11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. MSBP 

 

12:00 p.m.–1:00 p.m.      Lunch (On Your Own) 

 

1:00 p.m.–2:00 p.m. History 

 

2:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.      Scene Investigation 

 

3:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.      Outside Agencies  

  

4:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. Case presentation/Courtroom preparation 

 

5:00 p.m. Certificate Presentation   

Seminar Agenda 

Child Death and 
 Homicide Investigation 

April 15 & 16, 2024 

 
Seminar Title: Child Death and Homicide Investigation  
    
Instructor: William Ralston, MD 
 
Seminar Location: CK Newsome Center 

 100 E Walnut St 

 Evansville, IN 47713 

 
When: April 15 & 16, 2024 
  

Registration Time:    8:00 A.M. (April 15, 2024) 
 
 
Hotel Reservations: Comfort Inn & Suites Evansville Airport 
 3901 Hwy 41 N 
 Evansville, IN 47711 
 Phone: 812-423-5818 
 Contact Hotel for State Govt. Rate 
   
Registration Fee: $350.00 Includes Child Death and Homicide Investigation Course 
 Material and Certificate of Completion. 

 3 Ways to Register for a Seminar! 
 

1.  Register Online at www.patc.com —Yellow link upper left corner.  
  

2.  Fax Form to Public Agency Training Council  FAX: 1-317-821-5096 
 

3.  Mail Form to  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * Pre-payment is not required to register * * *  
 

Upon receiving your registration we will send an invoice to the department or agency .  
 

Checks, Claim Forms, Purchase Orders should be made payable to: 

Public Agency Training Council  

If you have any questions please call 

317-821-5085 (Indianapolis) 
800-365-0119 (Outside Indianapolis) 

Public Agency Training Council  
2230 Stafford Road 
STE 115, PMB 379 
Plainfield, IN 46168 

Federal ID# 47-4078912 

Names of Attendees  1. 

 
       2. 
 
       3. 
 
       4. 
 
Agency  
 

Invoice To Attn: 
(Must Be Completed) 

Address 
 
City            State         Zip 
 
Email 
 
Phone 
 

Fax 

Seminar ID 
19664 


